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PROGRAM	NOTE

PERFORMANCE	NOTES

								Surface	and	Sky	is	inspired	by	the	space	in	between;	the	bottom	of	a
mountain	and	it's	summit,	or	perhaps	the	space	between	one	end	of	a
guitar's	fretboard	and	the	other.	With	the	guitar	being	my	own	instrument,	I
wanted	to	explore	writing	a	piece	based	on	techniques	that	are	used	more
sparingly	in	the	traditional	repertoire	while	also	challenging	expectations
of		synchronicity.	

Performers	will	need	a	stopwatch	to	coordinate	events	in	the	piece.	One
device	set	up	on	a	stand	that	is	visible	to	all	performers	would	be	easiest	to
coordinate,	rather	than	individual	stopwatches.	Durations	of	all	events	are
indicated	with	a	timestamp	notation	relative	to	the	stopwatch.	These
durations	are	approximate-	there's	a	few	seconds	of	wiggle	room	built	into
the	piece	so	get	to	the	next	gesture	when	you	are	able	to.	

Only	repeat	a	figure	if	there	is	a	box	surrounding	it,	extended	with	an
arrow.	Otherwise,	play	the	gesture	once	and	move	on	to	the	next	event	at
the	indicated	time.	

*Vary	the	speed	of	the	glissandi	and	try	not	to	match	up	in	rhythms	with
other	performers,	(avoid	an	obvious	pulse	throughout	the	piece).	Restrike
the	2nd	note	of	the	gliss	if	needed	for	longer	glissandi	that	span	the	entire
neck.		

The	"fan	strum"	figure	is	meant	to	be	performed	with	the	fleshy	part	of	the
right	hand	fingers	for	a	softer	sound,	rather	than	the	nails.	It's	just	a	subtle,
rapid		gesture	that	appears	and	reappears	throughout	the	piece.	
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