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A	Garden	of	Roses	is	a	composition	for	wind	ensemble	written	between	October
2022	and	March	2023	during	a	residency	with	the	Arizona	State	University	Wind
Ensemble.The	piece	was	inspired	by	a	narrative	of	discovery,	grief,	and	acceptance
abstracted	from	Antoine	de	Saint-Exupéry’s	children's	story,	The	Little	Prince. 	In	the
story	the	little	prince	tells	his	adventures	of	exploring	various	planets.	He	recalls
seeing	a	rose	for	the	first	time,	with	which	he	was	immediately	enamored,	as	he	had
never	known	of	their	existence	and	believed	it	to	be	one	of	a	kind.	Upon	visiting
other	planets,	the	little	prince	stumbled	upon	a	garden	full	of	roses	and	was
devastated	to	realize	that	roses	are	actually	commonplace	and	his	individual	rose	was
only	special	because	he	believed	it	to	be.	I	intended	to	draw	on	this	narrative	of
shifting	expectations	sonically	in	A	Garden	of	Roses	through	exploring	the
relationship	between	perception,	anticipation,	and	expectation.

PROGRAM	NOTE

INSTRUMENTATION



The	aleatoric	section	that	follows	Rehearsal	D	includes	four	large	"collections"	of
scalar	material	that	performers	navigate	through	when	cued.	I	imagine	the	shifts	in
harmony	as	gradual	following	the	first	collection,	rather	than	all	at	once.	Here	is	a
suggestion	for	performing/	cueing	this	section-	

Collection	1 : 	All	performers	can	enter	anytime	after	mm.	45.

Collection	2: 	For	a	gradual	harmonic	change,	the	conductor	can	sweep	their	hand
from	their	left	to	their	right	across	the	ensemble.	Players	should	continue	playing
the	previous	collection	until	the	conductor's	hand	reaches	their	path.	

Collection	3: 	Similarly,	the	conductor	can	sweep	their	hand	slightly	faster	the
opposite	way	across	the	ensemble.	Players	should	continue	playing	the	previous
collection	until	the	conductor's	hand	reaches	their	path.	Note	that	dynamic	ranges
for	each	collection	have	been	indicated	and	a	large-scale	diminuendo	takes	place,
as	well	as	a	thinning	of	the	texture.	

Collection	4: 	The	conductor	can	choose	which	individual	direction	to	sweep,	or
can	sweep	with	both	hands	from	the	outer	edges	of	the	ensemble,	towards	the
middle.	Players	are	instructed	to	gradually	reduce	their	speed	and	dynamics,	as
well	as	fade	out	as	E	begins.	Flutes	and	oboes	can	anticipate	E	and	begin	holding
their	assigned	pitches	slightly	prior.	The	transition	should	have	slight	overlap
rather	than	being	a	complete	break.
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J
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